THE FIERY ORDEAL

your nominations of the persons outside the Parishad, I have had
solely In view your prestige. Thus, the departure is purely in
favour of the State. If the other departures may not be so con-
sidered, they are solely due to what I have considered your breach
of promise. In my view, they are for the protection of both the
parties and the people and for the purpose of preventing another
breakdown of the settlement.

In conclusion, I give you my "word of honour that if I am then
alive, I shall critically examine the report that the Reforms Com-
mittee may prepare. If I am not, Sardar Vallablibhai Patel
may do so, and the examination will be such as to make sure that
no damage is done to your prestige or to the State or your people.

I am sending a copy of your letter to Mr. Gibson. I am not
handing this letter to the Press, and I entertain the hope that you
will kindly adopt my suggestion so that I may never have to
publish this letter.

May God bless you and give you right guidance !

Blessings from
MOHANDAS
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GANDHIJI'S NOTE TO RESIDENT

Anand Kunj,
Rajkot: March 2, 1939
Dear Mr. Gibs on,

With the deepest sorrow, but as a matter of sheer duty, I have
just sent to H. H. the Thakore Saheb a letter of which I enclose a
copy herewith. I have not been able yet to translate it. In order
to save time, therefore, I have sent you only a copy of the Gujarad
original, I hope, however, to send English translation in the
course of the day.   You will then, please, regard it as the only
authorized translation, or as if it were the original.

May I bespeak your full-hearted co-operation, in so far as it
lies in your power, in the prosecution of my proposal ?

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
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THAKORE SAHEB'S REPLY

Amarsinhji Secretariat,

Rajkot State
3rd March 1959
My dear Mahatma Gandhiji,

I received your letter yesterday and noted the contents with
greatest regret. You have already been assured that the Notifica-